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P(al. Lxxxy. Ver. 8. 


I will hear what God the Lird'will ſpeak, fo he 
will. fheak Peace unto his People, and to- bis 
. Sahits : but let them not turn 4gain.to Folly. 


Na all the varidug Turns of David's Life, we 
find him ;neither ſo much lifted. yp with. 
Succeſs,, nor depreſſed. with Mig ortune, 
that he went off from. that Confidence in 
* God, which was his Baſis, and on which 
al, his Hopes reſted ;. when he was beſet with ten Pfal. + 
thouſands of people that haa compaſſed him round” _ 
about, he-was' nt afraid, but laid himſelf down in 
peace and ſlept, far it 'was God only, that made him Pak 4.8. 
to dwell fn ſafety: and when his. Aflitions grew 
{s highs. that-once.. his own People ſpake of foning 1 Sam. 30. 6; 


41) him, 
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him, yet even then when he had fainted, ak; he had 
believed to ſee the goodng{s of the Lord in the land 


of the living, he encouraged bimſelf in the Lord his 
hen 4 happy reverſe of--his affairs 


ogs A 
Wi hith tg/ a vaſt. — and & "Series of 
gredt SucCcelles co edhim ich ſo tuth Glory, 
that all his Enemies did fall or fly before him ; 
this change of is cotitfition' wwronght no change 
in his ming, unlefs it were to the, better, he im- 
ploying ihe houfs;of ea Tranquillity which he 
had procured to himſelf, and 'to his People, in 
compoſing this Book ,of | P/a/m3, *m..which by a 


happy intermixture of the two charmingelt things 


in the World, Poerry and Muſick, he ſtudied to © 


raiſe in himſelf and in his People, the loftieſt 
Thoughts of God, and the, moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments of his Merciesthat was poſſible. 
There: is ſomewhat in. Misfortage and, AMi- 
Aion that gives 'Men naturally a Caſt towards 
ReliSion and Devotion: "For, the Mind being. dri- 
ven -1n upon 'it "ſelf, -and- forced to think much, 
if it is apt to be overcharged with Melancholy, 
then it encreaſes ics trouble by ſevere Thoughts, 
drawn from che Obnfidetarions of Religion.; bur 
if it is natbrally gay and theerful, tlehci enter- 
rains it ſelf - with ſuch *X'!-pleaſant iprofpect 'vf 
Hope, as Retigron-propoſes. Thus itis'{d cant« 
mon. to all men'in trouble'to look towards God, 


that unles the mind is: irongly fortified aghinlt: 
thoſe Twprefſions; they \will- rhef\break in«upon' 


it... But the:Charths of Evſ6 \and Proſperity; of- 
Greatneſs and Glory, *do' Toon"defave\ all thoſe 
good thoughts, which ariſe - out - of - blaeker- cir» 
cumltances ; 'the' mind Rays 'nd -more gs L. 
Ci, 
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rd with bufineG s- Bly; abt retains neither” 
former wiſe thoughts nor , good reſolutions ;*yea, 
thar very Devotion which was ones SanQuary-and 
Relief 1n the evil day,” becomes matter of Raillery 
in! the'idaies of aire dn gatety; 15 


*How different From "all this "was, this great 


King, "who ought he' Wes'raiſed from a low cor. 


dition to an; high dignity,” which ofreiv brings" A 
Giddineſs'0ver weak' minds, that cannot bear ſigh 
at unlodkt-for''progrels 'th their Forttnes , "and 
thae exthortfiriary 'Metics; # high'Courapy, a wiſe 
Contdutty*anid\ y at \Vertnes' miads; that” His" ads 
vancement mizht'be' conſidered, tas the EfeQtds 
well as tlie Reward of his worth ; yet heaſcribes 
all his Dehverances;' all his: ViEtories, and' all his 
Glory;*whollyi th dic *Gvbdnels 'of God, and to 
his great Yvefigns;'#n' which he was employed as 
af Jaftruatiie; that how glorious foever it might 
be,' was- yet ohly' an Inftrumentin the hands of 
that- ErernaÞ Mynd'that raiſes up and uſes all 
perfons in ſubſerviency to thoſe ends, for which 
alt thiggs'were "made , and" do. ſtill fubſiſt.. In 
cheſe his' Raptures he did: not think it would 
detogate from his glory, to acknowledg, that 
he did not truſt in his Bow, neither di4 his Sword 
fave him, but that it was God that had ſaved 
him from his Enemies, and had put them to ſhame 
that hated him ; that God was his Refuge and 
Strength; that wain was the ſtrength of man; that 
s King was not delivered by the multitude of an 
Flt, nor w.s a mighty man delivered by mnch 
Strength ; that God was his Deliverer, and his 
Shield, in whom he. truſted, that ſubdued the Peo+ 


ple, 
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ple noder him that. gave ſalvation. to Kings, api 
that. delityerea David. his ſervant from the hurt ful 


ſword. ., | | 2 
The Conqueſts and the Treaſures of David 


alted above the reſt of Mankind, yet; ſtill in 
compariſon to God, 'and when put i the ballaxce 
with, him, they' are. altogether lighter than' vanity, 
What a new face would the World put, on, if 
it were governed by Princes of ſuch-a temper, 
as appears in David, when he compoſed this 
Pſalm, of which my: Text is, a, part,'.,,He be-, 
gins it with a grateful. remembrance of the-De- 
liverances of former | times, and partigularly of 
their being redeemed. out, 'of thei Bondage: their 
Fathers ſuffered in the. Land of Fgypr.- Lord, 
thou haſt leen favourpble unto. thy land, thou haſt 
brought back the captivity of | J 660by. thou, haſt fore 
given, the. iniquity . of. thay ,peaple, thou Haſt covered 
all their fin, thou. haſt taken' away all” thy wrath, 
thou haſt turned thy ſelf from the fierceneſs. of 
thine anger. Theſe are bath. acknowledgments 
of paſt Mercies,, and encouragements to hope for 
a. return. of the like, Blefings, ſince ſuch. cxtra- 
ordinary... favqurs. were . marks. of a: particular. 
care and kindneſs that ſeemed to watch over. 
them. -From theſe }:e proceeds to an earneſt 
Interceſſion for the People, who it ſeems were 
then under ſignal characters of. God's diſplcaflre .: 
| Turn 
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Tin us, O'\God' of our fulvation, and eanfe thine 
avioer towards us to ceaſe.: Wilt thou be angry with 
us for ever * Wilt thou dram out. thine arger to 
all generations ? Wilt thou not revive us ap ain, 
that thy people may rejoyte 'in' thee ? Sher us thy 
morcy, O Lord, and grant 'us thy ſabuation.: Words 


of great-'tendernels, that * expreb: botl-: a deep- 


ſenſe: of God's anger, and. a' molt earneit deſde 
of being again reſtored to his favour ! After 
theſe comes my Text,which: carries it it a Poe- 
tical AlluGon to: the! conſulting of the Cloud. of 
Glory,which was between the gherubims, and to 
the recewing Anſwers fromit,ugPn all critical occa- 
ſions. David turned his thoughts fromall the other 
views,he might have,to this,] will hear what God the 
Lord: will ſpeak, that ſo he mught depend wholly 
on- the affurances- that - he: {ſhout} recave:of God's 
favour, upon the Repentance: and Prayers of the 
People;'and in conſideration of Gad's Covenant 
with them, he knew the anſwer would be:Peace ; 
which being the form of Salutation 1n thoſe 
Apets,- among, Friends, imported an: intire'reCon» 
Ciliation. So that by fpeating. Peare, 8:to he un- 
derſtood- an. afſurance of God's. love. arid favour 
to: his People, and to-his Saints ; that is; to the 
People that was /anFtiffed, and dedicated to the 
ſervice of God by ſo many federal Rites. The 
words that follow -ars capable of different ren- 
drings, either thus, to his Saints, and to ſuch as 
turn 10t- again to folly, or,' ant they ſhall not' turn 
aguin to folly ; or as it is in our Tranflation, and 
tt them: not turn/ again uxto folly. "The LEXX. 
Interpreters differ much more, but the enlargin 
on' ny attount of choſe variqus-rendrings;)| woul 
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- require too long and: too-dry a. Diſcourſe for a 


day of this kind. 'Folly 'in Scripture ſtands ofteg 
for Atheiſm and Impiety ; The fool has ſaid is 
his heart, that there is not a God. Sometimes 
for Idolatry, there being- no 1aſtance of folly 
that is more extravagant, than the giving divine 


Honours to the works of Mens Hands, or to 


the FiQtions of their vain Imaginations : but 
moſt commonly the irregularities of V ice are ſer 
forth'in Scipture under this notion, to ſhew how 
contrary. they are to all the Principles of true 
Reaſon that are. in our natures, \'The words 


' being thus . opened, lead me to ſpeak to theſe 


Three Heads. 


I. That the great ſecurity and happineſs of a 

.. Nation depends' oa its. being at peace with 

God, ard'in his favour ; 'and thatits greateſt 

+ danger'and miſery ariſes out of God's anger 
and diſpleaſure. 


-1JT, Fhat: therefore- jt is. neceſſary to uſe molt 

-' earneſt and' fervent Prayers, for removing, 
God's anger,and for the procuring his favour : 
And that” our great encouragements to this, 
are the remembrance of paſt Deliverances, 
and. the conſideration; of the Attributes of. 
God, who is naturally gracious and-merciful, 


- HI; That a Nation which would ſecure to 
it ſelf the continuance of God's favour, and. 
of all the. Bleſſings that accompany it,, muſt 

...: aboveall things take care of not relapſing into. 

{.', ViceandIdolarry; Yngodlinels and Athol. 

Volts |! c .Q: 
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To return : The greateſt Security and Happineſs 
of a Nation, depends on its being at peace with. 


God, and in his favour: And its greateſt Danger 
and Miſery ariſes out of God's anger and diſplea- 


ſure. Either this is true (let our *coffers make. 


it the ſubject of their profane Mirth as much 
as they will) or there is'nothing true an all Re- 
ligion, If God is infinitely Wiſe and Perfe&t, 
and if he made the World, which they pretend 


to own, then certainly he {til takes care of ir:. 


For no body can deny a Providence, that does 
not likewiſe in his heart deny a God, anda Crex 
tion. The Prejudices againſt Providence ariſe 
chiefly from the narrowneſs of our Minds, 
that cannot conceive how one Being can have 


an extended and univerſal .care of all things :: 


But is not the prejudice: of a blind Man agaiait 
the poſhbility of: ſezing;, as well grounded ? 
For how extravazant muſt tlhis* appear to' him; 
that through ſo ſmall a paſſage as the Pupil of 
the Eye, ſuch a vaſt variety of Objetts hould 
enter at once, ani open themſelves within the 
body of the Eye without confuſion, and there 
be repreſented to us in their juſt 6zures, with their 
diſtance from us, and from one another ; an [ 
in their Colours, which he cannot unde (tn | 
neither, and that tius at a great diltance we can 
reaſon and judge of things: To one t'1at pe'- 
ceives nothing but by touch, this will appear 
very unconceivable. If then the good diſpoſition 
of an Organ raiſes one Man fo tar above ano- 
ther, that he cannot apprehend how ſuch an 
extent of perception is poſſible, it is a moſt un- 

B 2 reaſonable 
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reaſonable thing to conclude againſt any Perfection. 
in the Diviae. Mind,  bþecauſe..it is; beyond our 
compaſs of thought. The other prejudice' againft 
Providence ſeems a little better grounded, which 
is, That in the government of the W orld there 
is ſuch- an irregularity , that it cannot be ſup- 
poſed | ro flow from. a Good. anda Wiſe Being : 
But this 'is | likewiſe an. effect. of the ſhortneſs 
of our Profpett, we ſeeing only things that are 
before us, but not being able to guide our Eye 
further to the.end of the Scene, nor to what Re- 
volutions or Cataſtrophes are abiding thoſe who 
at preſent ſeem covered with Succels and Glory. 
But if we believe God to be the infinitely Pure 
and Holy, we muft likewiſe believe that he 
loves thoſe that are truly good, and, are confor- 
mable to his own .nature, -.and- that he has an 
averlzon to. thoſe | wha - are' contrary; to it, and 
that are defiled /and impure : | For the Principle 
of Self-Joye that is'natural to-every Being, makes 
it love ſuch as reſemble: it, 'and hate ſuch as are 
in an oppoſition to it ; not by a hatred of anger 
and fury, which. is the ettect of. Paſſion and Diſ- 
order, by:.a hatred wluch ariſes out of the con+ 
trariety of nature that is between them. It 15 then, 
as certain as that there is a God,that he is perfectly 
Pure and Holy, and that by conſequence ſuch 
Nations as are yertuous and mnocent, -- that are 
neither: falſe nor i cruel, vicious nor diflolute, 
mutt be. more acceprable:to him, and more con- 
ftantly protected by him, ithan thoſe that are cor- 
rupted by ſenſuality and luxury into all the de- 
generacics of humane Nature, and into a {corn of 
Religion-and Vertue. | 
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But though it. is, certain, that ſuch debauched 
Nations are under the Divine Difpleaſure, yet as 
to the propereſt time, and the ſuitableſt circum- 
ſtances, 1a which God wil! pour out his Indig- 
nation upon them ; and as to the ballancing of 
the ſins of one Nation againſt another, and the 
delivering one over to be plagued by another, till 
the one 1s purged, and the other has filled up the 
meaſure of its Iniquities, thoſe are Secrets lodg- 
ed in that Infinite mind, into which our ſight 
can carry us but a very little way. 

Upon the whole matter, if there is a God that 
made the World, he governs it; and if he is wiſe 
and holy, he muſt govern it fo as to favour the 
Good, and to hate the Wicked. If auy objeQ 
to this, the long-flouriſhing of the Turkiſh Em- 
pire, and the ſtrange Progreſs and Succels of Mz- 
bometiſm, the Aniwer is plain enough, That the 
Eaſtern Chriſtians were 1o far degenerated from 
all that is pure and noble in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that they were become a Reproach to 
it, and therefore God has delivered them up in- 
to ſo long a Captivity, and has rewarded the 
Temperance, the Juſtice, and the Averſion to 
Idolatry, .that are among the Mahomet as, with 
fo long a courſe of Proſperity. If the Reign of 
ſome Princes, that have broken through the Faith 
of Oaths and Treaties, and through all the (a- 
cred'ſt Rules of Juſtice and Mercy, has hitherto 
had a courſe of Succeſs and Glory, to. whicl1 we 
find nothing that can. be compared tn Flory 
fince Auguſts's days = even to this it mu 
be faid, That we can form .no true Judgment of 
it till we {ce to the end of it : Andeven this 6 

only 
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only a Perſonal Succeſs, for that the Nation that 
is the Scene of that Prince's Glory, may ſuffer as 
much under him, if not more, than it could have 
done from any Enemy ; ſince all the ProteCtion 
that they enjoy under him is, that they are pre- 
ſerved from the Impreſſions of others that they 
may be the entire Prey of the Lawleſs Power, 
that devours them and all their Subſtance, and 
employs it in the ſupport of his Injuſtice. and 
Cruelty. Beſides, the great decays of true 
Religion among all thoſe Churches that carry the 
Name Re/ormed, may have required an exempla- 
ry chaſtiſement to awaken and purifie them ; and 
the Now progreſs that they make in this, may 
have occationed fo long a continuance and en- 


creaſe of Glory in him whom God has made the 


Rod of his Anger for corrcfting them But when 
that end of Providence 1s once fultilled, we may 
then reaſonably hope to ſee that Perſecutor, wha 
is ſwelled up upon his ſucceſs, become the objeft 
of as much Scorn as he has' been hitherto of 
Flattery. But alas ! our Impenitence and Irreli- 
gion keeps off (ill that day, and our Immoralj- 
tics and Vices do ſtill feed his Pride, and furniſh 
him new matter of [Triumph and Glory. 

In a word, nothing nceds be further ſaid for 
a fuller proof of this matter, than that thoſz 
very Sins that provoke the wrath of God, do 
likewiſe diflolve and corrupt all that. is great or 
noble in human nature ; falſhood diſſolves the 


mutual Confidences and Union of a Nation, with- 


out which it muſt a& feebly and move irregu- 
larly, as e disjointed body. Cruelty brings a bar- 
barity on mens natures, which makes them inca- 

pable 
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pable of prudent, and wiſe Counſels, Senſuality 
takes away mens Hearts, their Courage, and 
their Spirit, But above all things, a brutal Im- 
picty and ſcorn of Religion cuts a!l the Banks 
and Fences of Human Society, and not only ſets 
men looſe to all their Appctites and Paſſions, by 
taking of all inward checks and-reſtraints, bur 
begetsa ſort of hpilterouſneſs and inſolence in their 
Tempers, ſo that they become incapable of Or- 
der and Conduct, and equally unfit both for 
Council and Exec'1tion. | 
How much of all this belongs to us is but too 
viſible! Would to God it were but a Secret, and 
not too notorious and publick ! Where is the 
ancient gravity and compoſure of Behaviour that 
made a large part of the Charatter of chis Na- 
tion ? Where is the Truth and Fidelity which 
was formerly one of the diſtinftions of 'Fx- 
gliſbmen ? Where is the Good-nature and Ge- 
nerolity that was the Ornament of thoſe that 
were nobly born ? Where are even the Decen- 
cies. of Religion, or of the Worſhip of God ? 


What is: becoine of the Love. of our Country, 


and of its ancient Government and Liberty ? 
Has not this ſhameful Degeneracy o! our Vorals 
brought us fo low, that there is ſcarce Virtue 
enough left, and men enough to be foun.!, that 
have even.a general TinCture of it to ſave a Na- 
tion? Senfuality has run. many into ſuch a deep 
Arrear for V ice, that they cannot be. true neither 
to publick nor private Engagements, and then 
Imployments will be made the. Robberies of the 
Publick, and Vice will ſwallow up all that 


Strength and Treaſure which ſhould go to the 


lupporr 
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{ſupport of the Nation: Mea are pleaſed or dil- 
pleaſed only as their Vices are fed or ſtarved : 
Some pretend to be Patriots that are fo eminent 
for Vice, that a Government fixt, and' ſtrong 
enough. to reform the Nation, muſt throw them 
of as the Scum and Reproaches of it ; For let 
thoſe Sons of Belial fay what they will, Atheiſm 
and Impiety are as deftruQtive £0 a Nation as 
they are to a Church. What can ſecure a man's 
Honeſty, or give life to his Induſtry ? What 
can cure all thoſe Diſeaſes under which we lan- 
guiſh, but the poſſeſſing mens minds with in- 
ward principles of Religion , which will make 
them to become a Lawand a Rule to themſelves? 
What can raiſe in men a generous love: to their 
Country, which is the root of all Political Vir- 
tues, to ſd high a degree as the Principles of 
Chriſtian Love and Charity, the ſenſe of an Ac- 
count to be given to God for all we do, and 
chat nobleſt Principle of all Religion, theraiſing up 
our Natures to become as like the . Divine Bein 
as poſſibly we can ; which will give'ys a Zeal 
of doing all the good we can to Mankifd,” and 
of being publick Bleflings to the Age and Place 
we live in, Theſe are ſolid Principles, upon 
which Vertue is founded, and in theſe it finds 
a Root, from which it receives a perpetual en- 
creaſe. But if Virtue has no other Root _ but 
Honour, which is a decenter name for Pride or 
Humour, there is no ſtrength in this Principle' to 
reſiſt a Temptation that bears hard upon ſome 
other corrupt Inclination, eſpecially if one hopes 
that things may.. be managed with Art and Se- 
C[Ecy. — 3 
But 
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: Bur on-the other hand, what 'can be defired 
to'make a Nation great and! happy,- but 'cliat 
which at- the ſame time recommends' it ts 'the 
favour of God ? 'When the Principles of Truth 
and Goodneſs, of Sobriety and' Temperance, of 
mutual Love and Kindneſs, and above all; when 
an inwaord- ftrictnets in examining;bnes Afttions 
as in the! fight of God, come to potleſfFimultitudes 
of: Men, then a Nation may ' reckon it ſelf ſafe 
and happy ; becauſe as it comes under a kind and 
indulgent Providence; fo it has a real -ftrength 
trom the 'vcrtues of. every individual Perſon, in 
whom thoſe good 'qualitics live: ' The 'World 
might be well and happily governed: witly a-m6s 
derate proportion of Underſtanding, if:there were 
but a great deal of Vertue under it. For if it 
were not for Vice and Falſhood, which muſt be 
watched over carefully, there are- not {uch Myſtes 
ries in.things, but that they may be caſily maſter'ds 
Here 1s then - the root:of-all our-evils onthe one 
hand, and the remedy to them all-on the other; 
we have fallen from our. ancient Vertues, and 
our Relizion has not force enough . .to re- 
form or reſtrain:us 3 we: went eaſily into corrup« 
tioa,: when great Examples led and encouraged us 
roit. But we do not fo cafily recover 'out of it, 
though we have now as bright Examples before 
ns the other way; but this has a contrary operation 
on depraved Minds, .and inftead of making them 
loveVertue &Religion the better for the luſtre with 
which it ſhines in the Perſons of thoſe that.govern 
us, many perhaps love the Goverament the worſe, 
becauſe they apprehend that Immorality and Im- 
picty will become more odious, lefs exculed,and leſs 
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proteted. But a noble Pattern ſet by Princes, tho' 
it isa great thing in itſelf, yet it is nor all that they 
owe to God, and to their People. It does indeed 
give them great advantages 1h reformiag their 
Courts, and their Subjects, when it appears that 
they do not deny to others the freedoms of V ice,that 
they may appropriate them to themſelves; and 
that what they do this way, 1s not a Hypocritical 
affeCtation for advancing other deſigns, \but that it 
isa genuine effett of their own Vertues, |a Homage 
that they pay to God, and an effect of the Love 
that they bear to their People. And we do not doubt 
but that every advance that ismade in the eſtabliſh- 
ment. of the Throne of thoſe whom God has ſet 
over us, will be acknowledged by them in ſuch re- 
turns of their zeal for God, as we find reſolved on 
by David, That there eyes ſhall be upon the faithful 
of the land, that they may dwell with them, and that 
thoſe who walk in a perfect way ſhall ſerve them ; but 
that fromard and wicked perſons, thoſe that work de- 
ceit and tell lyes, ſhall not ſtay within their houſe, nor 
fo much as in their fight. For as God will honour 
thoſe that honour him, fo he likewiſe expeRs that 
ſuch as he has honoured inthe ſight of all the World, 
by ſo many repeated merks of his favour, ſhould 
honour him not only in their own private deport- 
ment, but likewiſe 1n the fight of all their People : 
and how natural ſoever Clemency may be to them, 
and how beautiful ſoever it may appear in them ; 
yet if milder methods cannot reform us, they muſt 
& laſt reſolve even to cut off wicked Doers from the 
City of the Lord. 
'Then we may carry our Hopes as far as we can 
doour Wiſhes, when God is of our ſide, who com- 
mands 
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mands the Seas and Winds, of which he has gi- 
ven us many and ſignal inſtances, and ſome of 
theſe very lately, who confounds the Councils 
of the wicked, who ſometimes takes both their 
Underſtanding and their Hearts from them, and 
at other times ſtrikes them with ſuch panick 
fears, that one man cn chaſe a thouſand of 
them ; and on the other hand, blefles thoſe thar 
depend on him, with happy cxrcumftances , fo 
that the Frame of Nature is of their fide, and 
from thoſe favourable appearances their Courage 
is raiſed, and their Spirits are animated fo, that 
nothing can ſtand in their way. This is often 
the Portion of thoſe that fear God : For, to con» 
clude all, as there is nothing that depreſles and 
miſguides men more than ſuperſtitious and falſe 
Opinions of God and Religion ſo there is no- 
thing that does ſo raiſe and eſtabliſh the Mind in 
every thing that is great and noble as true Princi- 
ples of Religion, which carry a Man to the high- 
eſt and beſt things, of which his nature and facul- 
ties are capable. | 

And thus from a great variety of Conſiderations. 
it is plain, that the favour of God is the foundation 
both of the Security & of theHappineſs of aNation. 
This then leads me very naturally to the Second 
Head, which is, That it is therefore necefary to uſe 
moſt earneſt and fervent Prayers for removing 
God's anger, and forthe procuring his favour. 

This can be no indifferent thing, and thereforeit 
is either to be neglected quite, as an _ Dream; 
or if there is any truth 1n it, we ought to uſe all 

ible means to compaſs it, - If the favour- of 
inces, is purſued with ſo much Application and 
C 2 ' Indultry, 
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Induſtry, that all methods. both good and. bad are 
made uſe of for gaining it ; if a conſtant attendance, 
and all the arts of plealing them, how coſtly or how 
abjeCt ſoever, are taken for ſecuring an Intereſt in 
them, which perhaps-will never ſucceed, or when 
gained may prove of {mall advantage, and-may. be 
quickly loſt ; what do we make of our Religion, if 
we own that we believe all theſe things to be true,, 
and yet will be at no pains to procure to our ſelves 
or to our Country an intere{tan them. Can ſuch 
cold Deyotions as ours are, that in the greatelt part 
are only a compliance with Cuſtom, which we 
offer up to God without either attention or affeCti- 
on, give us a Title to ſuch invaluable Bleſſings. 
We purſue all things with an earneſtneſs of deſire, 
anda ſtrength of thought proportioned to the value 
that we ſeron.them : . And if we are cold and lack 
only in the matters-of Religion, whea we over-doe 
every thing elſe, this ſhews that either we do not 
at all believe them, or that we; do not at all value 
them. L know, carneſtnels in Prayer isone of the 
SubjzCQts of the profane. mirth of our Scoffers ; the 
cannot think that God is moved by our earneſtneſs 
to depart from his own counſels, and therefore they 
think all fervency in Prayer isa vain heating of the 
Imagination to no purpoſe. . But though it is cer- 
cain that pur Importunities do not;overcome God, 
though Men are ſometimes wearied out with them, 
and.yield to- them ; yet he- commands us, to pray 
earneſtly, and he promiſes to reward our fervour 
ig-Prayer, for this end,that the impreſſions of Re- 
ligion,, and of our dependance gn him, of qur,impo- 
rence without,him,and of fs Bora dbounty. 
tO. Us, may, go-deep 1n our. minds,. Theſe Eyed 
| Kobe | ſprings 
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ſori ings of all Religion and, Verruegand when: theſs! 
are ſtrong in us, they govern us4n all our:aCtions;; 
In fact it is certain that noneare ſo powerfully and 
effectually ſubdued by the Principles of Religian, as: 
thoſe who are frequent & earneſt in; Prayer:God has: 
ing made this the toxazi9n of beltowing his favours 
on us,not as it has anefe& on himſeH, rofoften: and: 
overcome him,butas it has an effeton us tomake us: 
ſerious and good : trom hence ir.appears haw Tea 
ſonable a thing it is for us;t9 D Pray ofterand ftecvents: 
ly, And 1a this a} good, minds =——_ appailed toy: 
& Ll ſt themſelyes oftento ſeek Gol by:Eeftivg'aod,” 
Prayer, if they do not, find the appy ettects of it 
upon their minds : 1 hat earnelt agitation of their 
Thoughts, which is raiſed by 'fervent Prayer, .erids 
inani PRA. cala,. joy ned; with higher degrees; 
of © can dents of G6d, and P92 it, agoodtemper'ot 
mind dwells.upon them,. their: minds grow:ckarer;! 
and their thonght; boighter. : Whereas fuch as dif! 
uſe ſecret Prayer,come under a;flatneſs.and;deatineſs 
in, the. matter _of. Religion, It;hasho-life within 
1t Th ry — J0ycnou gaurage, | zeal 
ES ny heſegnpLrhing.do which the 
lam. .zn.this: age: a4 ſo.much 
Kiette g4as to, Fe9y, neglethof kerctPraydt; which bas 
prevatled — ns in warn 
NNE ut 2510 avg peligd 107 a tfrangehing, .1t a 
Tl ent. any; bufigels.withour hg: had: 
Man ha BY rayers,Jt,would-agw: helrbought ridi-' 
inf torhear that a Man, a8) ob retired this Prayers: 
and the-uſing ſuch FANS and tgader Expreſſions 
as we atk int is Plalmyweauld paG for amark ; 
* ons raps ſia ha 9 HY BRING #9; Butet the: Whrkd:! 
br dos a ras they w4 Ee dew that). 
= ouls aſcend. up, tg Gags w.gdawrall:; 
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Keſngs fror him : This is that which removes eli 
Yocures his favour ; and neither the 
on a7 ir by Hypocrites, nor the ſeorn caſt upon it 
by Arhbeitts, canleſſen its value i in the fight of God; 
nor eur obligation tor. ay 

to: —_— us-to it, we have the conſide: 
ration:of: the Nature 'and- Attributes of God : He 
is: gracious, {low to anger, and ready to forgive : 
Judgment 4s his ftrange Work ; whereas Mercy 
and Compaſſion are” natural to him. It is true, 
as tie-/is qhe juſt 'and righteous Governour of the 
Worlg, be.muſt puniſh-wwher i is neceffary, for 
the .maintaining, the- Order that he has eſtabliſhed ; 
but yet be affiits -uot willingly, nor prieves the 
chilavew of men + and therefore we are fure, that 
upon. our turning to//hiuy} our: praying'earneftly, 
and our repeating, ſineetely; he' will turh from the 
fieroeneſs of his ater Of this we are afſurcd, 
both from his Natute- and Attributes, and alſo 
from his Promiſes';'-and if thoſe limited degrees 
of; Goodneſs: that are in'us bring-us utwera ten- 
derneſs-of heart and<tcadineſs to forgive fuch as 
ſcek to us,' had they''offetided 'ts"ever f6- much, 
we have muck move-redſbn £6 aſſure. our ſelves, 
that God'"will} ſpeak Peace 'to us, upon our ſuppli- 
catmg himas we ought todo. 

There is in _ Pike another <onffideration 
that| gives! ws! tmetit'ire} pur, Ad- 
dreſles to God: x, ich is, That in for- 
mer- rimes,' ether is People had provoked him 
to. deliver them uP ro Captivity, he had, upon 
their tance, forgiven their Sins, turned away 


his pyrany 1antſtbrooght! s aggin their Cap 74 


And: from thole-inſtantes 'of his mercy | 
titics, Daviat ebeo'expett expe 'new proofs of it; a5 we 
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may alſodo if we take rhelame merhod:ngw:whigh 
had ſuch ef ts formerly : The Nazure and Prg- 
miſes. of Gog are: ſtill the, ame';,.Repentanceand 
Prayer have the:ſame ce at all runes. David 
did here encourage himſelf with the remembrance 
of the Deliverance of the People out: of,, Egype, 
when afrer along. courſe, of oppreſſion, Gad did 
with, a, mighty Hand and an outſtretched: Arm 
bring their .Farhers out of. that: Bondage :.. and 
from that time downward, ' God had often heard 
them when they groaned under the yoke of Op- 
preſſors, inco whoſe hands he had deliver'd them 
tor their ſins ; but he had alſo railed- up Jnſtre- 
ments, by whole means they were freed from the. 
yoke they ay under. And from. hoſe {igual inftan- 
ces of God's hzaring their Prayers, and being recon- 
ciled ro them, they had reaſon to recken, that- the 
Severities of his Judgments, wi1ich at any. time-broke 
out upon them, were intended only for their Refor- 
mation and Correaion. The wile Old Teſta- 
meat contains a Series af Hiſtory, made up of thoſe 
varieties ; That People ſinned, and were puniſhed ; 
they repented and were delivered. In concluſion, 
their Sins were ſuch, that they were given up as a 
prey to the'King of Baby/op, but after 70 years Cap- 
tivity, they were brought back, upon the Prayers and 
Intercefſions that Daniel and other good men put up 
to God,according to G2d's Promiſes and to the time 
limited by the Prophets.. - Uppnthe perfeCting of 
that Deliverance under Artaxerxes, they: beganto 
relapſe into ſome of :rheir, old. Sins; but Ezra:and 
Nehemiah, who ſaw well what conſequences theſe 
Sins mult have, and how they might.be prevented, 
engaged them to ancarly and ſerious repentance,the 
good effeQts of which continued near zoo years : 
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' but 'then they corrup) ed” 'themſefvt "9Sain ,.upon 
-whielthey were defivered'rpinto the han of the 
Kings'of Sj#7e, who'opprefſed* them ſeverely, and 
Rtuthed to Yefletheir Pekriple nid to extirpate their 
Religion'{ Upon this they returned to God, and he 
-raiſed up Deliverers for them, in the perfons of Mar- 
thierabd his SoHis the'Matcahets, in whoſe courage, 
'condat, 4nd fitteſs/we fe one of thecbeautifulleſ 
Scenes tharis1n Hiſtory! -'Thoſe Wars did parge 
them quite from all that mad inclinatiun that had 
been' fo 'long among them,: to Idolatry ; 'they 
Aoutiſhed did had reſt, about an hundred years, till 
they coffu pted their Moralsagain;andthen'they fell 
underthermifchiefsof Civil Wars;which trade way 
to their coming firſt under the Tyranny of Herod, 
and then under the Roman Yoke; butunder all that 
oppreſſion they did not as they had done formerly, 
-Repent and tirn into God ; and tho* firlt St. John 
the Baptiſt, afterwards our Saviour himſelf; and his 
Apoſtles afterhim, particularly S. James the Brother 
of our Lord, ceaſed not ro:call/on them to yeperr, 
and threatned them with a finat extirpationif they 
.did it not ; yet this had no effe&t, except an ſome 
particular-pegſons, the reſt hargertted rhemiftves in 
their Immoral ties and Hypoctiftes : They kHed the 
Heir, that the Inberitance'mipht be their oma, ac- 
cording to the Parable, and they - ſtoned and 'flew 
the reſt; and they being fo obſtinate in their Im- 
penitency, that neither the Calamittes. they 'la 
under, nor' the Meſſetgers- ſent them: from: God, 
could work -on'them';/ the Wrath 'of God ar lat 
came upon them to- the urtcrmoſt, 'and in ſo ter- 
rible a manner, that their deſtruction is by much 
the-moſt- tragical piece of Hiſtory. | 
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Let us next obſerve in ſhort, the Hiſtory of 
the Chriſtian Religion. It is an aſtoniſhing 
thing to ſee a DoQrine, that by its Rules car- 
ries Men to the higheſt degrees of Purity, and 
that received ſo great Authority from all thoſe 
Miracles that accompanied the firſt opening of 
it to the World; yet ſo ſoon depraved, even in 
the Apoſtles days, by many falſe Teachers and 
falſe Chriſtians ; this were an incredible thing, if 
the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles themſelves were not 
full of it. But upon this, God delivered many of 
them up to the Fury of the Jews, and to the Cru- 
elties of Nero; but upon their Repentance they 
were ſpared in the final deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; 
and though there were ſome particular Inſtances of 
Perſecution under Domitian and Trajan, they pal: 
ſing for a Se&t of the Jews; yet after that they 
had a long Peace of about 140 Years continu- 
ance : In which time the Chriſtian Religion did 
ſhine in the purity of their Lives, who profeſſed 
it, and did ſpread it ſelf over the whole Roman 
Empire :: And the Inftances of Severity that were 
ated ina few Places, gave the Church the Glory 
of many Martyrs, while the reſt were rather en- 
couraged by their Conſtancy, than terrified with 
their cruel Deaths. The Writers of thoſe Times 
do often make their Appeals to the Lives of the 
Chriſtians, to prove the purity of their DoQrine : 


Yet'/Numbers are generally bad, and a: long Peace 


brings naturally with it, # ſoftneſs on Mens Minds, 
together with a diſſolution of their Morals ; of 
which'S. Cyprian gives us a Som_—_ account, in 
terms that ſhew-he did-not flatter his Side, nor the 
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Order of the Church,''to | which he was 1ſo great 
an Honour ; for he ſets out' the Corruptions, as 
well of the Biſhops and Clergy, as of the Laity of 
his Time, in a ſtile that' is far from Partiality. 
After this came Perſecution after Perſgcution ; bur 
theſe having the Effect for which they were ap- 
pointed of God, the Church had again forty 
Years Peace. But it would offend weak Minds, 
to hear the words in which Exuſebius ſets forth the 
Corruption that this brought on the Church : 
Then came the laſt Perſecution, which continued 
Ten Years with very little intermiſſion, and 
with ſo exceſſive a Fury, that in the ſucceſſion. of 
the Perſecutors, every one ſtudied to- out-do all 
that had gone before him. Yet theſe repeated 
Fires of their Martyrs, kindling another Fire in 
the Minds of the Chriſtians, and ſetting them on. 
to. Faſtings and Prayers, God did at laſt ariſe, 
and ſent them. a Deliverer, from this Iſland, Con- 
ſtantine, who firſt gave them Quiet and Liberty, 
and then ProteQion and Fayour, and then.the Chri- 
ftian Religion ſhined with-a.new Luſtre'of:Wealth: 
and Proſperity :.. But, alas, this was not {o:ha 
toit asthat. which the Fires of the :Martyrs had- 
given it, The Church did ſoan degenerate, and 
rhe Biſhops of the chicf Secs fell into Fa&tions.. 
The Hiſtory. of that Time gives us. buta dad -viow 
of the governing Men of. the Church ,-But yet 
even there; we have,,a Witneſs in-favourrof.that- 
Religion that/is beyond Exception, Iimean Faliax;: 
who tells his Heathen, Prieſts, in. his Zeal tor (the! 
reſtoring of, Paganiſm, how both Priefis ant! Beoe: 
ple ought to: apaats ;the; Lives, abe/Jiemperance, : 
E the 
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the Gravity, and above all, the Charity that 'was 
atnbns tte” Chriſtiaiis. . Bui. ,inſeabibly, in the 
coutſe of 'an Ape, Chriſtianity did fo degenerate, 
that ſcarce uy thing of the firſt Purity and Sim- 
licity was left. © Great Dilorders, Irreconcileable 
Heats, 4nd: Differerices, and Dilpytes, even about 
Authority ahd' Precedente, fore. t 5 Fhurch, and 
expoſed it to tlie Reproiches of its Enemies: And 
after that God had ſuffered that- Apoſtacy for a 
whole Age, it dreyy at laſt a Series of 
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ſtianity got footing again among us, within an 
Age and an half after that, but it was much al- 
layed and debaſed ; yet, ſuch as it was, it made a 
great progreſs, and produced ſome very good Men, 
if we may believe Bede. But the' Nation became 
rather more corrupt than ever, and then we were 
delivered over to the Depredations, the Burnings 
and Cruelty of the Daxes, which continued at 
ſeveral Repriſes, for near two hundred Years to 
be the Plague of Ergland.” At laſt all was melted 
into one Government, but then the Nation became 
a Scene of Blood, whatduring the Competitions to 
the Crown;the Barons Wars,the Wars with France, 
and thoſc-of 'the Houſes of Tork and Laycaſeer. 
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But to take a narrower view of the State of the 
Proteſtant Religion, both abroad in. the World, 
and here in England, we ſhall find how often God, 
for the Sins of thoſe who carried that worthy 
Name of Reformed Churches, but that were not 
worthy of it, has brought them very low ; and what 
fudden and unlook'd-tor Dehiverances have again 
recover'd and reſtored them. * Upon the firſt open- 
ing of the Reformation, all the World run into it. 
The Corruptions 'and Ignorance of Popery, were 
things of whichall Men were ſo weary, that they 
with joy welcomed the Light and the Purity ofthe 
Goſpel : but in the multitudes that embraeed it; 
there was a great mixture ; many came in only for 
the Spoil, and threw off the Yoke of all Religion, 
as well as that of Popery. But God puniſhed this 
— for though ttey were by much' the ſu- 
perior force in Germany,which was then-the Scene ; 
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-and were ſecretly favoured Hoth' by England. and 
” France, iyet all their Strength did mel! May, and 


they dividing their Forces, became an, eaſy Prey to 
Charles the 5th, who got both their Heads, the 
Eleftor of Sax, and the Laydgrave. of, Heſſe into 
his Power, and made all the reſt bend under him; 
only the Town of Magdeburgh ſtood , gut--againſt 
him : And in a courſe of five Years. SucceB, the 
Proteſtant Intereſt was brought 10 low, that it 
was every where Baven for loſt, when of a ſud- 
den, Maurice of ,SaX8,. that had beea the chief In- 
ſtrumeat ;of dividing, the Party,. and of deliver- 
ing it up tothe Emperor, gave Mattefs'fo- quick 
a turn, that the Emperor was forced”. to run, out 
of Germany; and he ſoon law he could not hope 
ever to return. to it, without granting the Edi& 
of. Paſſaw, under which Security the Proteſtant 


Religion has {ubliſted there ever Lince, 


Not many years after that a ſecond Stotm' kroſe, 


 Kipg Edward died, and while Queen Mary perſecu- 


ted and .burnt the Proteſtants here in Exzlaznd, 
France and. Spain fell under the Miniſtry of two 
Cardinals, who. ſeeing that the way which they 
called Hereſy, was gaining ground every-where , 
under the ſhelter -of the Wars, they projeQed and 


effeted a Peace, in order to the Extirpating of 


Hereſy ; but while this was 1n agitation, "Queen 
Mary died: and ſoon after, the King of Fraxce was 
killed, and left that Kingdom under- rhe feebleneſs 
of a long Minority : a Deliverance ſprung'up alfo 
in” Holland, after many unſucceſsful Attempts, by a: 


{mall company of Fiſhermen, who ſeized on the 
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+14, up0y which, tliey reckgr'd,' that the War 
Fe ountri ng {30h brat to an'tnd : 
i be] was blaſted, the” 4444 of ight 'clghr 
"WAS Te NE and folt;the Heads of the League were 
killed,” and Sj pain b&came ſo: feeble; that thoſe'were 
its laſt effSrts. In this Age, from the Yea? 1620, 
for ten Years together, the. whole: Prot Hotiftl + Th 
"tereſt was every-where CGnlting '- The K tion 
of Bohemia,and the Redu@ior v Hingary, raiſed the 
Houſe of Auſtria {0 high, that every thing that ſtood 
'in their way,fell before. them; and all the Attempts 
"made to preſerys ermany, proved fata[tothoſe who 
"Linder took it "then Holland was brief Jeſt very oy OW, 
y the loſs po Breda, atid the bred 
Telyes vccaſibned "by the Arbitttiay uf work Nas 
i FrenchPx0 oreſtants were] þy the ReduQtion of Ng 
broughrts &tremities ;* n/land felt under a feeble. 
ackanid joyntingar,} Wy vhs of a ſlidden, the 
A 


Ga ous Wy get ſmiall'A bee through 
Feb le Anſtri We, pea re ache Liter 
if Germany th Fa t Heedtd' 


"Miingee to'CO Fdias* wh 1Aioh of t 
k, rofeſt $96 1 ar chat 2 wore over, and te 
Bi eli wa 


oteſtant Religion'was again as itohig as ever. 
The 


Ub 


g 
i 


ng 14 "EPS 


Id > GST. .-4 


. before: the: QuUF'EM, ! >. 


_ TD —— - —<RJ—_ © ——_—— - >. oo _ -. 


' The next Crifis was: 18 Seventy Two; when 
the States. were marked out, to be the Firſt $a-' 
crifice ;;. but we were to .have gone next, and Ty-- 
ranny .and. Popery. were every+whiere: to be' cſtas: 
bliſhed : That: Union. which had -at firſt ſuch 
an unlook'd-for ſiicceſs, had almoſt fwallowed. 
up Holland, 'the Inundation breaking in upon: 
them with ſuch a Rapidity , that nothing could: 
ſtand before it, till a Young Prince; who as he: 
was the Inheritor.of the Glory of: Four Sticcefſive 
Anceſtors, every oa& of whom bad Luftreenough 
to have ennobleds whole Race ;: fo was.he defign- 
ed by 'Heaven, for 'a much greater Harveſt of 
Triumph and Glory ; till. he, I fay, ſtemmed this 
Torrent by ſo fmall a handful. at firft, that ic 
ſeemed; a tempting of Providence, to have hoped' 
for ſucceſs, where the Faxce was ſo unequal; But: 
his Vertues, and his Valour begot, firſt Union at 
home, and then Security abrqgad ;| and tho' he 
could not all at once -raile up .their :Armies to» 
imitate the'/|Pattern: he tt them; yet; we. now: 
ſee, even in thei: late misfortune, with what: a; 
Spirit of —_—_ ſuch:ia Gro can anfpire\ an: Ar- 
my. This Crifis went: off. 4ikewile-, and-there; 
appeared fuch Charaers of the Proteftion. of God! 
over! | the: Many mhow:'be-1 had madd jtronge for him! 
ſelf; and'thit 8tateowhichiwas: ithba: docrgtoriontly) 
preſerved}.chkt alithe Worlds lowked on thnepas an-: 
Eflay /ofi thbrGredt thiogsthit: Heaven deſign'd/ 
tothe: Abepbyr chat Hand, 'whoſy\farft Attempts 3 
provel. © fortunates:! 21 36 VV 5 0d to ennanuh 
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: The laſt Criſis in which we ſtill are, began in 
85, when within the compaſs of one Year, Poper 
was on: the Throne here in Exgland ; it had likewifs 
the Palatinate brought under-it, and the Prote- 
ſtant Religion was' proſcribed and Perſecuted, 
both in France and Savoy. Then the Inſtru- 
ments of the Pride and Cruelty of the Perſe- 
cutor, reckoned that Hereſy was to be extirpa- 
ted all the World over: There was indeed no 
viſible. Hope left, but in him who had begun his 
Carier withſo much Glory,and ſeemed marked out 
to: be the Common Deliverer. of Europe, as well as 
the ſpecial Bleſſing of all the Churches of God, 
I ſhall not enlarge further on that, with the 
Senſe:of which .I hope all your Hearts are fil- 
led, how ungratefully ſoever it may be oppoſed 
by ſome; 'whoſe Deſigns, whatever: their mean- 
ing may be, tend to the bringing us under French 
Tyranny, and Popiſh Cruelty. When we alſo 
conſider. the ſpecial Deliverances of this Church, 
the Critical. 'Tane.of Henry the; Eighth's break- 
ing with'Rome ;\ and of ' Q. Mary's Death. -Queen 
Elizabeth's Glorious Reign'; the diſcovery of 
the: Gunpowder-Treaſon ;:'the long Peace of 
Eighty Years - with: which this Kingdom was 
bleiſed; :to; whick»there...is not.. any. thing .that 
cat be: compared:.-in -our : whole! Hiſtory:';: the 
caly2:concluſionof\ a long-:and: bloody. Civil: 
War ; the Firſt, and 'now! the Second, Preferva:.. 
tion. of ' Jreland; with the: furprifiag + Ciroum-: 
ſtances of both : What reaſan have we from 
all theſe to conclude, that as God has hitherto 
Il watched 
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watched- over us, and preſerved us in ſo won- 
derful a manner, he will ſtill continue to do it ? 
But this laſt Deliverance of Tre/and muſt not-be 
paſt over in general Words. Can we refle& on 
the many Dangers to which that Sacred Life, 
on which all ours depend, in ſo ſignal a man- 
ner, was {ſo lately expoſed, without feeling a 
Commotion within us, that is both melting and 
tender ? for though it is now paſt, we till 
tremble to think that it was once ſo near; while 
a Hand of Heaven ſeemed ſo to lead the Bul- 
kt, that - though it was ſuffered to touch his 
Anointed, yet could do him no Hwm. Do not 
we look amazed on one another, when we think 
in what a State we had been, if it had gone 
deeper; while he that received it, ſeemed to be 
the leaſt concerned of all that beheld it.” And 
thus while other Princes take care of their own 
Safety, and grow proud upon the Glory that 
their Subjects procure them; He does not think 
the Regal Dignity bright enough, but as it 
takes a freſh Luſtre from Military Glory. But 
while we take leave humbly to complain, that 
he has ſo little regard- to himſelf, we muſt with 
all Thankfulneſs acknowledg, that this defe&t of 
Care in him is fully ſupplied by the watchful- 
neſs of that Providence, on which he does in 
ſo particular a manner depend ; -If our Glory has 
on another ſide received an Eclipſe, - tho even on 
thoſe leſs fortunate Occafions we have ſeen parti- 
cular Inftances of a watchful Providence, while 
the Winds changed to preſerve and favour us; 
and perhaps it would have been too great a ipro- 
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vocation to Pride and Security, if we ſhould 
have had two great [Victories at onee. Yet if 
we have failed at this time, What may not we 
hope from ſuch an Eſſay, but that Angels watch 
over him, and that the Head of Angels covers 
him? and that this retarding of our Deliverance, 
and. darkning of our Glory, - is- hut for a new 
reſerve of Triumph to him; whoſe Scene of 
Succeſs is not compleat, till all that falſe ſhi- 
ning, which has ſo long compared it ſelf to 
the Sun, is darkned ; and that-not anly Englapd, 
but Exrope; 1s by his Means delivered from all 
their Fears and Dangers.  , -. | 

But how far ſoever ſuch a Subje&t may car. 
ry me, I maft not ſuffer you to forget that 
which remains of my Text, But let them not 
turn again 'ito Folly. I ſhall not dwell here 
upon. 10' beaten a Path, as the ſhewing you 
the Madneſs and Follies of. Vice. You. have 'f6 
| Inſtances of {0 great force found about 
you to demonſtrate this, that it is needles 
to: enlarge ypon the Breaches that Vice makes 
on Mens | Perſons, and their Eſtates; -on their 
Reputation and: Courage ; its waſting their Spi- 
rits,. and depreſling their Minds, ate ſuch vift- 
ble rhings, and have ſhewed us ſo many Wrecks 
on all hands, that we muſt needs ſee how juſt 
and reaſonable 'i1t is -to bring all theſe Difor- 
ders under |the denomination. of Folty, Idole- 
try is alfo ſuch a debafing the Nature ,_. both 

God and of Man, by which the Idea's of 


God are brought ſo low, and our Natures are: 


{o. affronted;, while we proftrate our ſelves be- 
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fore the Works of Mens Hands, or the FiQi- 
ons' of their Minds, ' that this is alſo Folly, and 
a- Folly of ſo ſtrange a kind, that it is not eaſy 
w imagine that Humane ' Nature ſhould be ca- 
pable/ of” it: But'no Folly is more extrayagant 
than that 'of imagining that things were made, 
and are preſerved by Chance, or Fate, with- 
out the direQions of a wiſe and good” Being: 
And | thatieither there is no God, -nor Maker 
of all Things; or if there is one, that he has 
abardoned' the: Works of his Hatids, that he does 
not ſee through the thick Cloud, that it is in 
vain to ferve him, and that his Wrath is but 
a Word, made uſe of by crafty Men ;to frigh+ 
ten Fools. This is the” Langlage of -Scoffers, 
and a degree' of Folly beyond all others, even 
the venturing 'upon Etertial Mifery, upon: the 
maddeſt ſet of Principles that ever were put 
together, Theſe: are the Follies that we muſt, 
guard againſt; leſt if after, God has. delivered 
us once mote, we - ſhould again” relapſe - into, 
them, and: that rhen.,our latter End ſhould prove 
worſe than the Beginning. | | 


If God ſhould now according to the Riches of 
his Grace deliver us ftorm all our Enemies, and from. 
the hand of all that hate us, and ſhould eſtabliſh, 
thae- which he has wrought for us, and add 'to the- 
Settlement of ' his true gon, and the happy 
Conflitution borh of Church and State amqng us, 
2a ſecure and honourable Peace, a fullneſs of View: 
ty, and a freedom' of Trade, -and ſhould carry.the 
Glory of our i ſo high, as to make them 
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the Arbiters of Chriſtendom, and the ProteCtors 
of all Proteſtants. If I fay, after fo great an ac- 
ceſſion of Wealth and Proſperity, of Succeſs and 
Glory to us, we ſhould then give our. ſelves up 
to our Vices, as if all-our Bleſſings were only in; 
tended to furniſh out our Luxury with all the ya- 
riety of Entertainments; if we ſhould grow proud 
of the Ancient Valour of our Nation, while we 
degenerate from it our ſelves; and by deſpiſing 
our Neighbours, ſhould both make them ſtronger, 
and our ſelves weaker ; if we ſhould, take up ous 
Animoſities, as if we had only made a Truce with 
one another, while we hada mighty Enemy to deal 
with, and fo would revive theſe Follies, which God 
has by anlanterpoſition of ſo many Proyidencescalled 
on usto forget ; if we of the Church ſhould forget all 
our promiſes, and reſolye to yield nothing for the 
gaining of our Brethren,but ſhould let our Minds ra- 
ther be ſoured with the old Leaven of bitterneſs and 
malice. If thoſe who depart from us, ſhould rather 
ftudy to ſtrengthen their Party, than to. hearken to 
the Counſels of Peace; if thoſe of a ligher Rank, 
ſhould become {weiPF'd with Pride, or ſottned with 
Voluptuouſneſs ; If the Clergy ſhould become La- 
zy, Covetous, and Ambitious ;, and the whoſe Na- 
tron ſhould again break looſe. into open: Vice,:and 
divide into Parties aid Fa&jons : But above all, if 
Impiety and Blafphemy, Scoffing and Atheiſm, 
ſhould again. be in vogue, and. paſs for Wit and 
Spirit, then upon ſo fatal an abnſe of God's Mer- 
cies, we fhould have reaſon to look for gu ments 
as eminent,, ,as fuch our TIngratitude ſhould, be 3. 
and that the return of Wrath- ſhould be fo neavys, 
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that our” Portion ſhould -be''to, periſh 'with ! ag 
everlaſting DeſtruQtion from -the- Preſence. of. the 
Lord, : and from' the; Glony of : his -Powes. ; But-if 
we become ſo wile, ani ſo godd 8s -:tq; AAmprave;the 
Deliverance: that.is! already come; i t9.,us,,and>.thole 
which. we have in'proſpect; to the-Noble ends for 
which they are defign'd by God, then -we may 
expect to ſee an. accompliſhment of 'all. the-other 
Bleſſings - which. David promiſes 20 | himſelf, and 
to his people in this; Palm, :'Fhat Mercy,nd Truth 
fſbould meet together, \'and Righteouſneſs, and \Peate 
ſhould kiſs each other. * 'Thas,'a Spiriti.of | Truth, 
and Honeſty, and. Love, and Charity; ;{hould rug 
through the whole Nation, and knit it altogether 
in one Body ; that Truth ſhould become ſo natu- 
ral to them, that like the growth of the Earth, 
it ſhould /pring «p of it ſelf; and that Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhould like a,'dew fforp Beaven, cover the: 
whole Land; that God ſhould bleſs them with: 
every good thing, and that they ſhould. have a 


rich Soil and fruitful: Seaſons 3} and that Delive-- 


rances ſhould be near or preſent at every return 
of Danger, for preferving thofe that fear God; 
and the top of all, that Glory ſhould dwell in 
their Land: By which is to. be underſtood that 
Cloud of Glory which was between the Cheru- 
bins'; and was the Symbol of God's Preſence 
among them; that is, That the Frue Religion,, 
with all the happy Charafers of God's Favour, 
ſhould be ſtill continued among them, by which. 
they were the Glory of all Lands, and all the 
Nations of the Earth were to be bleſt in.them::: 


This as applied to us, is,, that God may eſtabliſh- 
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and 'contirive his True Religion among: us, that 
he: may watch! over, and' prelerve thoſe whom-he 
has fet -over-us; and that) as their Lives , have 
beert hitherto/7a Series of 'Wonders, ſo he-may 
perfe&-thet 'which-iconcerns :them;'and bleſs the 
Work' of their Hands; and that the whole Na- 
won may'-return to its. Ancient. Honeſty and 
Vertue'; and that all! Differences: and Diviſions 
may be compoſed , we being: animated with ' ond 
Heart, #nd:on6 Spirit 57and: thav to-all- this, the 
Bloſfings' of. Foto" and Plenty + may be- joined : 
which God of his Infiriite Mercy grant, through 
Jeſus Cheiſt « our fy —_ 
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